
Hall of Fame 
Banquet & 
Member Induction
The University of Wisconsin Memorial Union 
was the site of the 6th Annual Alumni Hall Of Fame Award Ceremony held April 6, 
2024.  In addition to Alumni, guests and undergrad chapter members in attendance, 
this year, a number of “moms” joined us who were in town for the chapter's mothers 
weekend.  Nearly 50 total enjoyed celebrating, connecting with old friends and 
making new connections.  
This year’s Emcee and Foundation Treasurer, Eric Schmidling '93, kicked off the 
evening’s program by introducing Chapter Prytanis Dylan Leahy ’22.  (click HERE 
to see a PDF of the 2024 program). Dylan first informed us, Paws for Cause, held 
earlier in the day, raised more than $4,000 toward the chapter’s $40,000 St. Jude’s 
philanthropy goal! Coming off the chapter’s fourth consecutive Top TKE Chapter 
award, Dylan confidently predicted an unprecedented fifth was in the works. Dylan 
also named Owen Meier ’23, Fletcher Barr ’22, and Jasper Lindsey ’21 as Lambda’s 
2024 Chapter Champions for their exemplary service to the chapter.  
Housing Corporation and Foundation updates were provided by their respective 
board presidents, Eric Lanning ’92 and Nate Johnson ’90. On behalf of the 
foundation, Nate presented $1,000 scholarships to Logan Deeter ’22 and Noah 
Kornfeld ’22. 

Four Lambda Alumni received their “red jacket” and were inducted in the 
Lambda Chapter Hall of Fame for excelling in their careers, service to the 
community and/or service to the fraternity.  Honored in 2024 were Donald 
Bielski ’77, Paul Hanson ’78, David Nelson ’77 and James Easter’07. 
Fritz Jacobi ’72 honored Kam Weeden ’88 and Eric Lanning ’92, naming 
them Alumni of the Year, for their efforts in managing the great TKE House 
disaster of 2024 ((See Building Corporation page for details).. 
This year’s event marked the first time the event’s cost was completely 

covered via alumni contributions.  Alumni sponsors included; Stew Mathison, Bob 
Yeoman, Fritz Jacobi, Paul Aspinwall, Pat Lennon, Michael Brink, Kam Weeden, 
Tom Hille, Chris Davis and Jon Jensen.  
If you have an interest in helping to sponsor a future event or contributing to the 
Educational Foundation, either on a one time or recurring basis, please visit our 
website.
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FROM THE PRYTANIS
Hello Fraters,
In my first semester as the Prytanis of the Lambda Chapter I have seen extreme 
growth in our men and in the state of the chapter. We have had a very successful 
semester across all measures including brotherhood, philanthropy, chapter growth, 
and many other things that make us an outstanding chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon. My 
Executive Board and I could not be more proud of the Lambdas and what they have 
accomplished this past spring!

Chapter Membership
Our Spring Rush concluded earlier this year, and I am excited to share that we initiated 15 new Fraters into our Bond! 
These fine men came about joining our brotherhood off the hard work and dedication of our current Rush Chair, 
Emmett Sante. Emmett and his committee did an excellent job recruiting and finding the right men for our house and 
we are excited to see what they become in their semesters as Fraters. These 15 new initiates join our 32 Fall initiates 
to give us 47 new initiates this school year! This is one of the largest recruitment years across all of TKE Nation and 
across Wisconsin IFC! We are also excited to say that we have 38 current live-ins for the 2024 Fall Semester so 216 
Langdon will be busy and thriving day in and day out!

Philanthropy and Brotherhood
Being one of the Top Chapters in the Nation means that we go above and beyond our goals of philanthropy and 
chapter engagement. We raised over $36,000 dollars for St. Jude this year bringing us to be 3rd most across all 
TKE’s. This feat was amazing and couldn't have been accomplished without the hard work of Frater Owen O'hara and 
Frater Yannick Odenwald. Our Paws for a Cause events in the Fall and Spring brought in a large amount of foot traffic 
to our house so people could hang out with our adorable dogs and help us raise money for St. Jude. Our event in the 
spring was not like any other since our Mom’s Weekend and the Hall of Fame Banquet were on the same day! This 
was an amazing thing because our members were able to meet a bunch of our alumni at the event and our Mom’s 
got to see the amazing work we do to raise money for such a great cause. Moreover, Our fantastic Hypophetes Noah 
Kornfeld planned an excellent semester of brotherhood events for all parts of our chapter. From Essen Haus dinners 
to our esteemed Lambda Lineage Classic we have had a great turnout from all ages. Our Lineage Classic was an 
awesome send off to our seniors and a great way for our freshmen to meet their lineage! Frater Noah is even more 
excited to plan different events this coming semester that can be used for years to come!

Top TKE 5-peat?
At the end of this semester, we completed our Key Result Areas (KRAs) and achieved a 148.44% completion rate. 
Achieving such a high level of KRAs puts our chapter as one of the highest completion percentages in the Nation. 
As we stand we are the 3rd highest in the nation, and 1st in our region! With this we are in a very good position to 
win our fifth consecutive Top TKE award! This chapter has proven that when we need to work to achieve something 
we do it with flying colors. I am so proud of the work that everyone in our house has accomplished this semester 
and the advancements we are making in my short time as Prytanis. Our Alumni have shown amazing support for 
our gentleman and we appreciate you all so much. I would also like to personally thank Frater Kam Weeden for his 
continuous support this past semester as well. Kam came to the house in a time of need this January and continues 
to be a sounding board for myself as well as my Executive Board. But to all of our other alumni, you have all been 
outstanding and when you come by the house it means so much to our members. I couldn’t be more thankful for 
all of you support and I hope that next semester we grow even closer together in my time as Prytanis. With all the 
hard work that we all put together we will forever be a top Fraternity at UW-Madison, in TKE Nation, and across all 
organizations in the country!

Yours In the Bond,
Dylan Christopher Leahy
Lambda - 1489

We also had one of the highest GPA's in 
the nation as well with a 3.4 average GPA!
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FOUNDATION LAMBDA CHAPTER OF TAU KAPPA EPSILON

Dear Fraters,

It looks to be a strong start to 2024 for Lambda! The 
chapter has continued the string of successful semester, 
despite a challenging start where they needed to 
quickly and nimbly pivot to meet semester objectives. 
This demonstrates this leadership team brings to the 
future of Lambda.

Supporting Leadership Growth and Academic 
Success
The TKE Lambda Chapter Foundation continues 
to support chapter leader attendance for Regional 
Leadership Conferences, Leadership Academy and 
other development opportunities such as the Career 
and Mentoring program (which is available to current 
members AND alumni). We are also prepared to support 
Lambda members participation at this year’s Conclave.

Additionally we are proud to have to have awarded 
two merit-based scholarships for the 5th consecutive 
year. Our award winners are Noah Kornfeld and 
Logan Deeter. Please join me in congratulating these 
deserving fraters.

Golf Outing
The Lambda on the Links golf outing returns for the  third 
consecutive year You should have already received a 
save the date for August 24th (yes, that’s a Saturday!) 
at Yahara Hills in Madison. This has proven to be a 
solid fundraiser and we’d like to grow this event to help 
support more scholarships and other development 
programs. Note that you do not need to be a golfer to 
participate; we need volunteers. This year, we’d like to 
fill our entire outing with our alumni and active members 
so register when you get the detail. Contact Fritz Jacobi 
(fritzj1818@gmail.com) or Colm Seigne
(colm.seigne@gmail.com) if you would like to volunteer.
See page 7 for details.

Legacy Fund
As announced at the Hall of Fame Banquet, we are 
nearing our initial goal of $50,000 for the Legacy Fund. 
Next goal is $100,000. Our hope to build this fund to a 
point where we are able to award more scholarships, in 
higher amounts and in perpetuity without ever having 
to touch the principal. If you wish to donate to this fund, 
please contact Bob Yeoman (yeomanmachinery@gmail 
com) or Eric Schmidling (schmidlingeric@yahoo.com) 
OR visit the Omella site (see link below) and note the 
Legacy Fund.

Volunteer Opportunities - We Want You!
We have many opportunities for more fraters to steer 
the direction of the foundation but to actively take on 
committee leadership that will drive our future success! It 
is a great opportunity to get involved. If you are interested 
in learning more contact James Easter (jameseeaster@
gmail.com) or any current board member.

Fraters, we cannot do it without your financial support. The 
foundation is completely funded through your donations 
and fundraising activities. You can donate directly to the
foundation at https://omella.com/wZsqJ , by contacting 
the foundation at tkelambdafoundation@gmail.com or 
by calling me at 608-512-3619. As a reminder, we are an 
IRS approved 501(c) 3 non-profit entity so your donations 
are tax deductible.

In closing, I want to thank the foundation board members: 
Eric Schmidling (Treasurer), Ken Chwatek (Secretary), 
Bob Yeoman (Fundraising Chair), Fritz Jacobi (Alumni 
Events and Communications Chair), James Easter 
(Volunteer Recruitment Chair), Tom Hille (Hall of Fame 
Chair) for all their continued energy and dedication to a 
great cause.

Again, if you are interested in joining this dedicated team 
please contact me or any board member.

Your In The Bond,
Nate Johnson ‘90
TKE Lambda Chapter President

If you would like to contribute to the success of 
Lambda Chapter, please contact me at 
tkelambdafoundation@gmail.com 
or by phone at 608-512-3619.  
You can also scan the QR code or
go to www.wistke.org/donate, or
go directly to https://omella.com/wZsqJ 

FROM 
NATE JOHNSON

UPDATE

mailto:fritzj1818%40gmail.com?subject=WISTKE%20Golf%20Outing
mailto:colm.seigne%40gmail.com?subject=WISTKE%20Golf%20Outing
mailto:yeomanmachinery%40gmail%20com?subject=WISKTE%20Legacy%20Fund
mailto:yeomanmachinery%40gmail%20com?subject=WISTKE%20Legacy%20Fund
mailto:schmidlingeric%40yahoo.com?subject=WISTKE%20Legacy%20Fund
mailto:jameseeaster%40gmail.com?subject=WISTKE%20Volunteer
mailto:jameseeaster%40gmail.com?subject=WISTKE%20Volunteer
https://omella.com/wZsqJ
mailto:tkelambdafoundation%40gmail.com?subject=WISTKE%20Financial%20Support
mailto:tkelambdafoundation%40gmail.com?subject=Lambda%20Chapter%20Contribution
http://www.wistke.org/donate
https://omella.com/wZsqJ
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BUILDING BUILDING CORPORATIONCORPORATION

includes redoing the retaining 
walls and grass in the front 
yard, repainting the exterior 
metal, repainting the third floor 
bedrooms, installing new flooring 
in the third floor bedrooms, and resealing and
striping the pavement of the rear parking lot. This capital 
commitment jumps to over $175,000 when you factor in 
the new Chapter room & hallway flooring, new hot water 
boiler in the basement, ceiling tiles, drywall and baseboard 
replacement that our insurance is covering.

We are proud to continue to support Lambda Chapter. We 
continue to make large monetary and time commitments to 
make Lambda Chapter at 216 Langdon St a great place to 
enjoy the TKE Badger experience. The Building Corp and 
Foundation Board are always looking for additional help 
from our TKE Alumni base. If you’re looking to give back, 
we strongly encourage you to reach out to volunteer to join 
one of our Boards regardless of your geographic location. 
Skill sets that would really help my Board are project 
management and implementing new systems.

Yours In The Bond,
Eric Lanning, President

LAMBDA CHAPTER OF TAU KAPPA EPSILON

Dear Fraters,

We're thrilled with Lambda Chapter's continued success, 
especially their path towards another Top Teke Award! That 
makes FIVE STRAIGHT!! At over 130 Members, we’re 
continuing as one of the largest TKE Chapters in the Nation 
and one of the largest fraternities on the University of Wisconsin 
campus.

We started off the semester with a literal bump in the road! Our 
House froze, sprinkler pipes burst and dumped five inches of 
water into the Dining Room (and subsequently the basement). 
The damage was so severe that we relocated live in Chapter 
members to the Edgewater Hotel up the street for the first 25 
days of the Spring Semester. This allowed us to get things 
cleaned-up and heat restored to make the House livable. The 
clean-up was spearheaded by none other than Kam Weeden 
who flew in from Texas. To date, the relocation bill, clean-up 
and repairs have totaled over $200,000 and thankfully, our 
insurance is good. The Building Corp should only be out our 
modest $2,500 deductible.

We have 39 members living in the House for this Fall. The 
Building Corp has made another large capital improvement 
commitment of $105,000 in projects for this Summer. This 

FROM 
ERIC LANNING

caption
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LAMBDA CHAPTER OF TAU KAPPA EPSILONLAMBDA CHAPTER OF TAU KAPPA EPSILONSUMMER 2024
CHAPTER HOUSE IMPROVEMENTS

Wall 
improvements, 

east view

Railroad ties removed. Being replaced by 
concrete block. West view

With the temperature dropping below 
freezing, both radiator and fire sprin-
kling pipes froze.  When the house was 
warmed back up, thawing pipes result-
ed in flooding throughout the house. 

Radiator that froze and 
needed replacement

Another flooded individual room

One of many busted pipes
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SAVE THE DATE LAMBDA CHAPTER OF TAU KAPPA EPSILON

LAMBDA ON THE LINKS!

Join your fellow alumni, chapter members, and their families for a four person Scramble at Yahara Hills Golf 
Course on Saturday, August 24th for our 3rd Annual Lambda on the Links. The cost of participating in the golf 
tournament is $100 per alumni or spouse or parent, and $65 per undergraduate member. This cost includes food 
and golf carts. Clubs are available for rental.

How can you help? Recruit a foursome, serve on the golf outing committee, sponsor a hole, donate an auction 
item, or volunteer on the day of the event. Reach out with any questions or interest.

Contact:
Colm Seigne at colmseigne@gmail.com or 802-369-9762
Eric Schmidling at schmidlingeric@yahoo.com or 414-469-4902

Thank you for your help and interest in advance.
Colm Seigne ‘23
Eric Schmidling ‘93

RSVP 
and Pay Online Here: 
https://omella.com/jtpnj 

mailto:colmseigne%40gmail.com?subject=WISKTE%20Golf%20Outing
mailto:schmidlingeric%40yahoo.com?subject=WISTKE%20Golf%20Outing
mailto:https://omella.com/jtpnj?subject=WISTKE%20Golf%20Outing


Lambda Chapter Building Corp., TKE
is the organization that manages the property at 216 Langdon Street. It is a 501(c)(7) 
organization which is exempt from income taxes and files an IRS Form 990 each year. 

Chair/President - Eric Lanning
(608) 206-4031  |  ericlanning1@gmail.com

The Lambda Chapter Board of Advisors ("BOA") 
Serves to provide guidance to the undergraduate chapter members regarding all facets of 

chapter management. The BOA has regular calls with the chapter officers.

Chair/President & Chapter Advisor - Sebastian Atwood 
(715) 938-1717  |  Atwood_23@live.com 

TKE Lambda Chapter Foundation, Inc. 
A 501 (c)(3) nonprofit corporation registered with the State of Wisconsin. It has obtained  tax 

exempt status by the IRS.

Chair/President - Nathan Johnson
(608) 512-3619  |  bignatej@uwalumni.com 

Annual Fund Campaigns 
is the fundraising initiative to raise funds for the Building Corporation and 

the Lambda Foundation.

Chair/President - Fritz Jacobi ’76
(920) 319-2113  |  fritzj1@aol.com

Lambda Chapter Prytanis
Lucas Meyer

lucas.n.meyer@gmail.com

KEY CONTACTS

https://www.facebook.com/TKEuwmadison
https://www.facebook.com/groups/70623703752/

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2342661/
https://www.instagram.com/tke_uw/

KEEP
UP-TO-DATE
https://wistke.org/
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